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Charleston RISE Applauds Tri-County Cradle to Career Collaborative for Highlighting 

Education Issues  
Newly Released Data aims to improve educational outcomes for students in Berkley, Dorchester 

and Charleston counties.  
 

CHARLESTON, S.C. – Charleston RISE, a grassroots parent-advocacy coalition that seeks 
great public schools for all children in the Charleston County School District (CCSD), praises the 
Tri-County Cradle to Career Collaborative (TCCC) for spotlighting serious persisting issues 
within the public education system, as shown by data in a report just released by the group.  
 
RISE prepared a statement in response to the data and TCCC’s continued efforts. The statement 
reads as follows: 
	
“Our public education system – both locally and nationally – is in dire straits, and on behalf of 
Charleston RISE, we want to applaud Tri-County Cradle to Career Collaborative for again 
shining a spotlight on the biggest crisis of our time. Our public education system is shortchanging 
so many of our students, particularly those who need it most, our poor and minority kids.  
 
Some of the facts in the TCCC report are absolutely jolting: 
 

• 74% of African American 3rd graders are not ‘on grade’ in reading, and 
• Only 17% of African American 8th graders are ‘on grade’ in math.  

 
It’s time to act.  
 
TCCC’s regional research and stats reflect what RISE’s annual Charleston School rankings have 
shown. CCSD is not preparing our kids and, for the most part, our lowest preforming schools are 
showing no progress or growth.  
 
Although we at RISE are proud that the report recognizes our organization as a “disruptor,” we at 
Charleston RISE prefer to think of ourselves -- and other like-minded people -- as advocates. 
RISE is honored to be recognized for the work it does in empowering parents to demand more 
from their district. We will continue to mobilize parents and community members to demand 
more from the school board when it comes to investing in the education of our children. 



 
We have to stop pointing fingers and start focusing on getting results. When it comes to educating 
African American students, specifically in Charleston, no single model is perfect, but we’re 
seeing signs of success in several, various models – traditional, charter and public-private. Given 
these successes, we think the district must focus on replicating and expanding our best schools 
while transforming our lowest performing schools through constructive disruption. Even if we 
can’t universally agree on specific school models, we shouldn’t be quick to discount or ignore a 
great school that is producing successful results simply because of its model. 
 
As a parent engagement organization, it is imperative that we not only move forward in this quest 
for great schools for all but also ensure parents are truly integrated into the education process – 
especially those who relentlessly advocate for their children while facing continued opposition 
from the system. Parent inclusion is one of the most supportive tools children have at becoming 
productive adults in our community.   
 
We have a deep desire to bring about purposeful, measurable change and are working hard in 
collaboration with groups like Cradle to Careers and other organizations to see this through.  We 
are trailblazers, carving a new path to solidify our place in history.” 
 
To learn more about Charleston RISE, receive regular updates or become involved, please visit 
the website at charlestonrise.org or follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/CharlestonRISE.  
 

# # # 
About Charleston RISE 
 
Charleston RISE is a grassroots movement that has one goal: to empower local parents to demand 
an excellent education for all Charleston students. Charleston RISE does this by mobilizing 
Charleston County parents who have a clear passion for improving our education system. The 
movement prepares parents for community activism through a two-part program designed to give 
them the tools needed to work for true, system-wide change. Charleston RISE is powered by local 
donations and SouthCarolinaCAN. 
	
 
 


